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Die Geschichtsquellen des Bisthums Monster. Bd. V und 
VI : Kerssenbrochs Wiedertaufergeschichte. Herausgegeben 
von H. Detmer. Minister : Theissing, 1 899-1 900. Pp. ix 
+ 1459. M. 36. 

It is a matter of regret to the editors and the reviewer that this 
highly important work should have come to hand too long after the 
dates of publication to admit of such a review as it deserves. As a 
youth Kerssenbroch was an eyewitness of some of the transactions of 
the Munster kingdom, and as a resident schoolmaster during a consid- 
erable part of the succeeding generation he had free access to the docu- 
mentary materials preserved in the city and was able by painstaking 
inquiry to elicit much information from eyewitnesses. As a Roman 
Catholic he was deeply prejudiced against the Anabaptists in general, 
and he could hardly be expected to deal fairly with the fanatics of 
Munster who, in so many ways, outraged religion and morality; but 
his laboriously written history is by far the most important of the con- 
temporary writings. Strange to say, it brought him no credit, but, on 
the other hand, its publication was prohibited by the city authorities, 
and he was deprived of his position and compelled to leave the city. 
The trouble seems to have been that so many influential families of 
the next generation, when the work was ready for publication, were 
scandalized by the exhibition of the participation of their ancestors 
and other relatives in the Munster revolution. The introduction by 
Detmer consists of 462 pages (in German), and the text of Kerssen- 
broch's work (in Latin) covers 997 pages. It seems doubtful whether 
the details of Kerssenbroch's life, including everything that can be 
learned regarding his literary and research work, his pedagogical 
activity, and his sufferings at the hands of the authorities, are of suffi- 
cient importance to justify so lengthy a treatment. Kerssenbroch's 
work has been freely used by nearly all the later writers on the history 
of the Munster kingdom, notably by Cornelius and Keller, and consid- 
erable portions have been published from time to time ; but it is a 
great satisfaction to the student of Anabaptist history that the entire 
work has now been made available in a critical edition. Detmer, who 
is chief librarian in the Royal Pauline Library of Munster, was already 
widely known for his contributions to Anabaptist history, and ranks 
high among the masters of research in this realm. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
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Waco, Tex. 



